Literacy – Week 1 Playscripts: A Christmas Carol

	Day 1
	L.I. 
· I am learning to identify features of a playscript
	Steps to Success & Activities:

1) Place mat consensus – features of a playscript:
·  The setting is briefly described at the beginning of the scene.

· Character’s name in the left-hand margin denotes who is speaking.

· No speech marks

· Each person’s speech starts on a new line

· Stage directions for the actors in brackets after the character’s name

· Movements by the characters, including exits and entrances, are written on separate lines, in italics, and in the present tense

· A new scene to indicate a change in time or place.

2) Read playscript of A Christmas Carol and discuss. 

3) Get children to ID words that they do not understand. R

4) Read whole extract as a play with children taking parts. 

5) Discuss unfamiliar words by looking at context and trying to deduce meaning

6) Return to class list of features and identify examples found in A Christmas Carol



	
	Context: A Christmas Carol


	

	Day 2
	L.I. 
I am learning to write a character description
	Steps to Success & Activities:

1) Recap work done on character in previous literacy lessons. How do we build up a picture of a character?

2) Rally table – what evidence can we use to find out about a character?

3) Simultaneous Rally Table - what do we know about Bob Cratchit? 

4) Model how to complete graphic organiser – Characteristics / Reason / evidence. 

5) Sage and Scribe

1. 1 & 3 – complete grid for Scrooge

2. 2 & 4 – complete grid for The Ghost of Christmas Past

6) Model how to write a character description of Bob Cratchit.

7) Children to use grids to write description.

8) Watch clip of Disney’s A Christmas Carol Why has narrator been used in our play? Children express ideas on differences and similarities between text and DVD version of play.



	
	Context: A Christmas Carol
	

	Day 3
	L.I. 
I am learning to use VCOP to up-level my work
	Steps to Success & Activities:

1) V – Adverbs.  Fan and Pick meanings 

2)  C – Time.  All Write Round Robin list of time connectives.  Write own sentences.  SU, HU, PU.

3) O – Change a boring sentence by using a VCOP opener.  Team, Pair, Solo 

4) P – Using brackets (stage directions).  Rally Coach to edit a sentence.

5) Self / peer assessment

	
	
	

	
	Context: A Christmas Carol
	

	Day 4
	I am learning to write a playscript
	Steps to Success & Activities:

1) Re-read the play as a whole with children playing the parts.

2) Display on the IWB where their extract begin.

3) Rally Table: Children identify who the characters in their extract and where the story takes place

4) 10 min:  plan

5) 30mins: Big write: Re-write the extract from A Christmas Carol, using children’s own words to form the dialogue.

6) Peer-assess using the feedback sheets.

	
	Context: A Christmas Carol
	

	Day 5
	I am learning to perform a playscript

	THROUGHOUT THE WEEK:

The children will be in small groups practicing and performing the play. They will perform the play on the stage to the rest of their peers. Children will be asked to consider features such as changing their pitch of voice, their movement on stage and their actions; as well as being encouraged to perform without their script.



	
	Context: A Christmas Carol

	



