[image: ][image: ]
[image: ]
	
[image: ][image: ]
[image: ]
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: ][image: ]
image7.png
File View Control Help

ON SCREEN W

HOLASTI

Famous JBritons
of the 20th century

A timeline game with biographical information

Captain Robert Scott

Captain Robert Falcon Scott (1868-1912) was a Royal Naval officer and a
brave explorer who died with his four companions in a courageous
attempt fo be the first person to reach the South Pole

During the expedition, things went completely wrong: the horses died, the
explorers had fo pull their own sledges and their food and clothing were
inadequate. To make things worse, when they reached the Pole they
found that the Norwegian explorer, Roald Amundsen, had got there first,
using husky dogs and wearing Eskimo furs.

However, Scott and his men batfled on. One, Captain Oates, whose feet
were frozen, walked out fo his death in the snowstorm rather than slow his
friends down.

On the refurn journey, freak weather frapped Scott and his team in @ ‘white out' (extreme snowstorm).
With temperatures below -50°C, they died only 20km from food and fuel

In his last diiary entry, Scott had written: *Had we lived I should have had a fale to fell of the hardinood,
endurance and courage of my companions which would have sfired the heart of every Englishman.
These rough notes and our dead bodies must fell the tale...
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Queen Victoria

Victoria (1819-1901) was Queen of Great Britain and Ireland from 1837
until her death, and her reign of 63 years was longer than that of any
other British monarch.
When she came to the throne aged just 18, Britain was sfill an agricultural
couniry. But soon there were huge changes. Cities grew massively,
factories were set up and workers left the land in their thousands fo work
in them. Britain became the first industrial power in the world.
At the same time, the development of the railway system opened up the
country to travel and many scientific and technological developments
occurred.
As aresulf of poor working conditions, frade unions began operating and laws were brought in against
young children working down coal mines and in factories.
But Britain's power grew. The British Empire ‘upon which the sun never sets’ spread across the whole
world.
Throughout all this change and development, Victoria always behaved in a decent and respectable
way. She had a big family, did not interfere in politics or cause any scandal as other
rulers had done previously. The country benefited from a very stable queen. | BACK
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Sir Stanley Matthews

Stanley Matthews (1915-2000), regarded as one of the greatest footballers
who everlived, was the oldest player ever fo play at the highest level -
the old First Division (now Premiership) - af the age of 50.

A teetotaller and vegetarian, he is diso the only footballer to be knighted
during his playing days and was known as the *‘Wizard of Dribble’

In 1953, at the age of 38, he dominated the FA Cup Final, which Blackpool
won 43, and in 1956, aged 41, he humiliated Nilton Santos, the best left-
back in the world, in a friendly against the World Champions, Brazil, which
England won 4-2. He was the first European Footballer of the Year and
Football Writers Association Footballer of the Year.

Respected the world over, he played at @ fime when defenders were able fo ‘kick their opponents off
the park’. Sendings off were rare events. Matthews was never seriously hurt. Nobody could catch him!
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Sir Winston Churchill

Winston Churchill (1874-1965) lived a long and eventful life as a journdlist
soldier, writer, speaker and politician. Some people saw him s a hero,
others as o warmonger.

The most famous part of his life was as the Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom during the Second World War, when he made his famous radio
speeches to encourage the country and its armed forces:

“We shall go on fo the end... we shall defend our Island, whatever the
cost may be, we shallfight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing

grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the
hills; we shall never surrender..." 4th June 1940

At fimes, Churchill had been a difficult person to deal with. He was not always popular as @ politician
because, for example, he had used the army against striking miners when he was Home Secretary. He
also came up with a plan - which would not be acceptable today - to use poison gas when fighting
Arabs in the 1920s.

However, there is no doubt that Churchillraised the spirifs of this country when we stood alone in 1940
against Hitler's forces, before America came info the war in 1941. He received the
Nobel Prize in Literature in 1953 for works including his history of the Second World War. [ BACK
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In his film The Tramp, Chaplin first invented ‘The Little Tramp’ character. By the age of 30, he was world

famous and set up

He wrote, produced, directed, acted in and set music to his films and, although he played other
characters, the kind, dignified, ‘Little Tramp" with his fight coat, baggy frousers, broken shoes, bowler hat,
walking stick and toothbrush moustache was the that one people all over the world knew and loved.
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Charlie Chaplin

Charlie Chaplin (1889-1977) has one of the most famous images of all
time. London bom, he became a Hollywood superstar before he was 30
years old.

However, his life was not easy. His father left home when he was @ baby.
and after his mother went info hospital with psychiatric problems, Chariie

I and his brother had o go info @ workhouse - a place for homeless peaple.

Nevertheless, by the age of 14, he eamed his own living on the stage.
appearing at one fime with the young Stan Laurel, later of Laurel and
Hardy fame. He went fo America with a stage froupe just when films were
starting and, by 25, he was a star.

a film company in Hollywood called United Artists, with other stars.
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Diana, Princess of Wales

Diana, Princess of Wales (1961-1997) is one of the most famous faces in
the world even now, more than fen years affer her fragic death in a car
crash in Paris.
A member of the Spencer family, Diana became the wife of Charles, the
Prince of Wales, at the age of 20, in 1981. Before getting divorced in 1996,
the couple had two children: Princes Wiliam and Harry.
During her mariiage and even affer her divorce, the Princess was loved by
the public as she was involved with charities working to help children,
homeless people and AIDS sufferers, as well as with the campaign to ban
landmines. She was one of the first public figures o touch and hold an
AIDS patient, to show the world that it was safe o do so.
When Diana died, millions of flowers and messages were laid in her memory and, on the day of her
funeral, the country more or less came to  standstill. Ten years on, she is still remembered worldwide as a
person who cared about others.
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LS Lowry

Laurence Stephen Lowry (1887-1976) was a Salford arfist who only
became famous for his ‘Matchstick Men' paintings just before he died.
He spent a lot of his life earning a living as @ rent collector and it was only
when he was over 50 years old that people started o appreciate his
distincfive artistic style
Most of his work was of scenes around Northern towns and of working-
class people in their daily lives near factories and mills - the familiar
surroundings of his younger days. You cannot mistake a ‘Lowry'.
When he was older, Lowry lived in a house in Mottram, near Hyde, working
in a suit splattered with paint. He often tried out colours on the wallpaper
and fumiture and didn't really care if people found him fo be eccentric. He said, of fame, that it came
‘foo late now’ because his beloved mother had died and never saw it.
Today. his paintings can fetch up to £2 milion each. A gallery in Salford carties his name and many of his
works. He produced more than 1000 paintings during his lifefime and gave many of them away fo
strangers. Two of his most famous are *Coming from the Mil’ (1930) and ‘Going o the Match’ (1953).
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King George VI

King George VI (1895-1952), the Queen's father, was a very shy man who
had never expected to be king s he had an elder brother. However,
Edward VIIl, known to his family as David, gave up the throne after
becoming King of England in 1936 because he wanted to marry Walls
Simpson, a twice-divorced woman. This was legally possible but, as the
King was head of the Church of England, he would not have been able
to marry her in church. He was therefore advised to step down.
The situation came as @ terrble shock fo his brother, the future King
George VI (called Bertie by his family, as Albert was his first name). The
new King found the pressure unbecrable, especially as he had a stammer
and found making public speeches difficult. Nevertheless, with the help and support of his wife, he did his
duty and became respected and loved.
People particularly admired his behaviour during the war with Germany. Although London was bombed,
the King refused to live anywhere else and used a ration book like al the rest of the population.
Unfortunately, the strain of being king had @ bad effect on his health and he died at the age of 56,
leaving two daughters - Elizabeth (the Queen) and Margaret.
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John Lennon

John Lennon (1940-80) was @ member of the Beatles, the Liverpool group
who changed the face of pop music in the 1960s when ‘Beatlemania’
swept Britain and then the world.

Lennon first went to art college in Liverpool but, although he had falent,
he was advised to leave because he was a disruptive student. Along with
Paul McCartney, George Harrison and Pete Best, his pop group The Silver
Beetles fried their luck in Hamburg without much success. Soon, however,
they were discovered by Brian Epstein who managed them to fame.
Lennon formed one of the world's greatest songwriting teams with
McCartney until 1969. He provided @ hard, aggressive drive with songs like

*Help' and *Hard Day’s Night' to go with McCartney's lyrical and melodic style. Later, Lennon looked to
more mystical and political areas for inspiration, writing songs like ‘Imagine” and working with his second

wife, Yoko Ono, for peace.

Lennon aiso wrote books, like 'In His Own Write' (1964) which was full of briliant carfoons and strange
humour, and made witty films lie ‘Hard Day's Night' (1964).

In 1980, Lennon was shof dead by a distubed fan in New York, just when he was
starting fo record again after a five-year break. | BACK
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