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Our Mission at St Charles’ Catholic Primary School is to… 

LOVE, LEARN, GROW TOGETHER 
 

 

St Charles’ Catholic Primary School 
Science Policy 

 
Our Rationale for Teaching Science 
Science is a body of knowledge built up through experimental testing of ideas. Science is also 
methodology, a practical way of finding reliable answers to questions we may ask about the world 
around us. Science in our school is about developing children's ideas and ways of working that 
enable them to make sense of the world in which they live through investigation, as well as using 
and applying processing skills. We want our children to develop a thirst for knowledge and an 
understanding, both of themselves and their environment. Science is all around us and it is of 
fundamental importance that children develop an enquiring and creative mind. 
 
Aims for the teaching of Science 

 To prepare our children for life in an increasingly scientific and technological world. 

 To foster concern about, and active care for, our environment. 

 To help our children acquire a growing understanding of scientific ideas.  

 To help develop and extend our children's scientific concept of their world.  

 To develop our children's understanding of the collaborative nature of science.  

 To develop links between what children learn in the classroom and the world outside the 
classroom.  
 

Attitudes:  

 Encourage the development of positive attitudes to science. 

 Building on our children's natural curiosity and developing a scientific approach to problems. 

 Encouraging open-mindedness, perseverance and responsibility. 

 Building our children's self-confidence to enable them to work independently.  

 Developing our children's social skills to work co-operatively with others.  

 Providing our children with an enjoyable experience of science so that they will develop a 

deep and lasting interest and may be motivated to study science further.  

 
Skills: 

 Giving our children an understanding of scientific processes. 

 Helping our children to acquire practical scientific skills. 

 Developing the skills of investigation - including observing, measuring, predicting, 

hypothesising, experimenting, communicating, interpreting, explaining and evaluating.  

 Developing the use of scientific language, recording and techniques. 

 Enabling our children to become effective communicators of scientific ideas, facts and data.  
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The Role of the Science Subject Leader is to: 

 Support colleagues in their planning, assessment and record keeping activities.  

 Take responsibility for the purchase and organisation of central resources. 

 Take appropriate steps to keep up-to-date with developments and pass on information to 
colleagues as appropriate. 

 Observe science lessons throughout the year. 

 To regularly scrutinise books, displays and planning.  

 Ensure new members of staff have a firm knowledge of how science is taught at our school. 

 Provide regular training for staff to ensure good quality science teaching remains throughout 
the school.  

 
Teaching and Planning 
Science teaching in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 consists of four areas, these being: 

 Scientific Enquiry (Working scientifically)  

 Life and Living Processes  (Biology)  

 Materials and their Properties (Chemistry) 

 Physical Processes (Physics)  

 
To assist planning of topics and to ensure that children cover the full breadth of study in each area 
children follow topics based around the scheme of work from the Focus Education Curriculum. 
Although staff do not have to stick to this planning rigidly this allows staff to know the expectations 
for their year group and ensures that gaps are not left in the children's knowledge. Some classes may 
wish to swap topics/ themes. 
Each topic will start with a ‘big question.’ This will link to the topic in science and the children will 
annotate any with any prior knowledge before the topic has started. At the end of the topic the 
children must return to the big question and annotate for a second time with a different colour, to 
show new learning.   
 
For children in the Foundation Stage science is included as part of a holistic unit called 
Understanding the World. Topics for the Early Years children include as many elements of science as 
possible but as flexibility is necessary, the Foundation Stage does not require a rigid scheme. 
 
As we understand that there are many different science abilities in each class, we ensure that each 
unit of work has sufficient differentiation to allow all children to work at their level of challenge. 
However it is necessary to have lots of practical and group work in science lessons and this may be in 
mixed ability groups.  
 
Curriculum links in Science 
 
We aim to link science to other subjects in as natural a way as possible and specifically link the 
following subjects: 
 
Computing 
It is our intention to use Computing as a natural extension of, and support for, science in order to 
handle and manipulate the information gained during lessons appropriately.  
 
Literacy 
We are aware of the importance of literacy in science and encourage the children to write using bullet 
points and diagrams as they would with explanation texts.  
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Mathematics 
Mathematics and science have some very close links and the teaching of many aspects of mathematics 
crosses with those of science. Measuring, data handling, weighing and capacity all fall into this 
category and staff are able to use these areas to re-inforce the children’s knowledge. 
 
Assessment 
 
The Subject Leader has the responsibility for monitoring the standards of children’s work and the 
quality of teaching. This is done by close liaison with and support from colleagues. Monitoring takes 
place to ensure that children are working at the correct level for their year group and ability. At the 
end of each topic the class teacher must complete a tracking assessment sheet stating if each child is 
working towards the expected standard, at the standard or at greater depth. Any child who is not yet 
working at the expected standard in a particular topic will have extra notes made on them that will be 
then passed on to the subject leader to assist with filling the gaps quickly.  
 

Equal Opportunities 
 
We believe that a broad and balanced Science education is the entitlement of all children, regardless 
of ethnic origin, gender, class, aptitude or disability. We are aware of how important differentiation is 
in order to allow all children access to the curriculum. We take account of 'Individual Education Plans' 
for those children who may have special educational needs.  
 

Resources 
 
Resources for the teaching of science are kept in one central location in the Key Stage 2 area in clearly 
labelled topic boxes. The boxes should be checked against the inventory after use and any losses or 
breakages should be reported to the science co-ordinator. All staff are encouraged to make their 
resource needs known and this includes requirements for visits or visitors. 
 
Health and Safety 
 
It is important that care should be taken at all times when carrying out investigations. The classroom 
should be well organised and children should be guided to work safely and sensitively (especially in 
the study of Life and Living Processes).  
 
Review 
This science policy will be reviewed by the science subject leader annually.  
 
 

Emily Cullen 
Science Coordinator 
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