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Our Mission at St Charles’ Catholic Primary School is to… 

LOVE, LEARN, GROW TOGETHER 
 

 

ST CHARLES’ CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
ART AND DESIGN POLICY 

 
INTRODUCTION  
This policy outlines the teaching, organisation and management of the art and design taught and 
learnt at St Charles’ Catholic Primary School.  
The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all the teaching staff.  
 
Aims and objectives  
Art and design stimulates creativity and imagination. It provides visual, tactile and sensory 
experiences and a special way of understanding and responding to the world. It enables children to 
communicate what they see, feel and think through the use of colour, texture, form, pattern and 
different materials and processes. Children become involved in shaping their environments through 
art and design activities. They learn to make informed judgements and aesthetic and practical 
decisions. They explore ideas and meanings through the work of artists and designers. Through 
learning about the roles and functions of art, they can explore the impact it has had on 
contemporary life and that of different times and cultures. The appreciation and enjoyment of the 
visual arts enriches all our lives.  
 
AIMS  
The main aims of art and design are to:  
• develop an awareness of visual and tactile elements  
• develop an awareness of artists, craftspeople and designers  
• develop a sense of self-appraisal to improve work  
• develop the capacity to express observations and feelings  
• develop skills for working in two or three dimensions, using art, craft and design media  
• offer opportunities to experience personal satisfaction and improve self-confidence  
• encourage children to ask and answer questions about the starting points for their work  
 
These objectives can be met if we enable children to:  
• Express ideas and feelings from their memories and imaginations  
• Record observations from first-hand experiences  
• Design and make images and artefacts  
• Recognise pattern and texture in natural and man-made forms  
• Begin to understand how images are made using line and tone  
• Begin to understand how shape, space and form are used in images and artefacts  
• Study works in a variety of genres and styles from the locality, the past and present and from a 
variety of cultures  
- Take time to respond to and evaluate art, craft and design including their own work and that of 
others  
• Experiment with tools and techniques for drawing, painting, print-making, collage models and 
textile work and clay work.  
• Identify what they might change in their current work or develop in their future work.  
• work on their own or collaborating with others  
• Be successful in what they do by providing activities at the appropriate level  
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• To use colour in a variety of ways and with a range of media  
 
Teaching Art and design. 
 
Teaching time:  
An afternoon session weekly for half a term (approx. 1 hour) will be allocated to teaching Art and 
Design. For some activities it may be more appropriate to block time e.g an Art week. Teachers will 
be given the flexibility to decide the best approach for each topic. Children are taught through a 
skills based scheme of work, which ensures progression whilst enabling creative cross-curricular 
links.  
 
The school has adopted the ‘Suffolk’ scheme of work and has selected units of work to be completed 
in each year group (Drawing, sculpture and painting in all year groups. Print making will be taught in 
years 1, 3 and 5. Collage will be taught in years 2, 3 and 6). For more information on the teaching 
and planning of art and Design refer to the curriculum maps.  
 
Link with other subjects 
The relevant links with Literacy, numeracy, science and IT have been detailed in the planned units of 
work (see ‘Projects on a Page’ units of work). 
 
Equal opportunities: 
We believe that it is important for all children to experience the range of design and technology 
activities. We will use opportunities within design and technology to challenge stereotypes. 
Special needs: 
All children will be encouraged and supported to develop design and technology capability through a 
range of materials.  We recognised the importance of identifying the specific difficulties that 
individual children might have in design and technology so that appropriate teaching and 
organisation strategies can be adopted. 
 
Sketchbooks 
Children will be encouraged to develop the habit of using their sketchbooks (or visual diary) for: 
             -  recording, exploring and storing visual and other information e.g.  
                  notes and selected materials which can readily be retrieved and  
                  used as reference, 

- working out ideas, plans and designs, 
- reference – as they develop ideas for their work 
- looking back at and reflecting on their work, reviewing and identifying their progress. 
- as an ongoing record of their learning and achievement, which they can use to further 

develop their ideas, skills and understanding. 
 
Sketchbooks will move through the school as the children progress from one year to another, and 
across key stages.  
 
The Foundation Stage  
We ensure an emphasis on creative work in the reception class as this is part of the Foundation 
Stage curriculum. We relate the creative development of the children to the objectives set out in the 
Early Learning Goals, which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged four to five. The 
children’s learning includes art, music, dance, role-play and imaginative play. The range of 
experience encourages children to make connections between one area of learning and another and 
so extends their understanding.  



 

St Charles’ Catholic Primary School 

 

We provide a rich environment in which we encourage and value creativity. Children experience a 
wide range of activities that they respond to, using the various senses. We give them the 
opportunity to work alongside artists and other adults. The activities that they take part in are 
imaginative and enjoyable.  
 
Resources: 
 All specialised Art and Design resources are kept in the general stock cupboard.  
It is the responsibility of the teachers to return the resources in good condition as soon as they have 
finished with them. Each class has a set of basic paint, paint brushes, water beakers and paint trays. 
 
Health and Safety:  
In their planning of activities, teachers will anticipate likely safety issues. They will also explain the 
reason for safety measures and discuss any implications with the children. Children will always be 
encouraged to consider safety for themselves, others and the environment and the resources they 
use, when undertaking Art and Design activities.  
The following considerations are carried out to safeguard children from being put to unnecessary 
risk.  
• All tools and practical equipment are kept in good condition stored safely and well-organised  
• Appropriate cutting tools are introduced with care and children are supervised at all times  
• Plastic containers are used for water rather than glass  
• Floor spillages are cleared up immediately  
• Care is taken when new items are purchased to ensure they are suitable for young children 
• Children are aware of the skills needed when handling materials 

 For Art and Design children are required to wear aprons to protect their clothing.  

 They are encouraged to wash their hands after art work.  

Assessment, recording and reporting 
 
The co-ordinator will monitor progress according to the monitoring timetable. 
At the end of each topic the class teacher must complete a tracking assessment sheet stating if each 
child is working towards the expected standard, at the standard or at greater depth. A further 
assessment sheet will be used to highlight what the children understand. This will be handed up to 
their next class teacher and the coordinator to help fill in any gaps quickly and efficiently.  

 
Role of the Coordinator  
• To be enthusiastic about Art and demonstrate good practice.  
• To co-ordinate the written policy document and scheme of work in line with the National 
Curriculum, regularly monitoring and evaluating the content and method.  
• Encourage and support staff in the implementation of the agreed procedures and closely monitor 
the progression of activities and consistency of approach across both year groups and key stages 
through pupil interview.  
• Arrange INSET as appropriate to meet the needs of individuals and the school.  
• Purchase and organise all ART resources, ensuring they are readily available and well maintained. 
• Liaise with other post holders to ensure coherence across subject areas.  
• To be aware of national and local developments through reading relevant materials and attending 
courses as appropriate.  
• Work to achieve equality of opportunity throughout the school.  
 

 


