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YEAR 1 Drawing – Make your mark 
Developing observational drawing 

skills when explorating mark-making. 
Children use a range of tools, 

investigating how texture can be 
created in drawings. They apply their 

skills to a collaborative piece using 
music as a stimulus and investigate 

artists Bridget Riley and Zaria Forman. 

 Painting and mixed media – 
Colour splash  

Exploring colour mixing through 
paint play, children use a range of 

tools and work on different 
surfaces. They create paintings 

inspired by Clarice Cliff and Jasper 
Johns. 

Sculpture and 3D – Paper play  
Creating simple three dimensional 

shapes and structures using familiar 
materials, children develop skills in 
manipulating paper and card. They 
fold, roll and scrunch materials to 

make their own sculpture inspired by 
the ‘Tree of life’ screen at the Sidi 

Saiyyed Mosque. There are 
opportunities to extend learning to 

make a collaborative sculptural piece 
based on the art of Louise Bourgeois. 

Craft and Design – Embellishments 
Developing skills in measuring, cutting 

and adding decoration to create a 
range of decorative items such as 

jewellery and headpieces inspired by 
different cultures. 

Vocabulary 
Line, Vertical, Horizontal, Diagonal, 
Wavy, Straight, Cross-hatch, Optical 
art, 2D shape, 3D shape, Abstract, 
Narrative, Printing, Shade, Form, 

Continuous, Mark making, Observe, 
Dots, Circle, Lightly, Firmly, Texture, 

Shadow, Charcoal, Pastel, Chalk 

Vocabulary 
Hue, Shade, Primary colour, 

Secondary colour, Pattern, Mix, 
Blend, Print, Shape, Kaleidoscope, 

Texture, Space, Thick 

Vocabulary 
Sculpture, Artist, Three dimensional 

(3D), Cylinder, Curve, Loop, Tube, 
Concertina, Overlap, Spiral, Zig-zag, 

Carving, Mosaic, Imagine 

Vocabulary 
Work in progress 

YEAR 2 Drawing – Tell a story 
Using storybook illustration as a 

stimulus, children develop their mark 
making skills to explore a wider range 
of tools and experiment with creating 
patterned surfaces to add texture and 

detail to drawings 

Painting and mixed media – 
Beside the seaside 

Taking seaside paintings and 
impressionist painters as a starting 

point, pupils investigate how 
mixing a wider range of colours 
contributes to different effects. 

Sculpture and 3D –Clay houses 
Developing their ability to work with 

clay, children learn how to create 
simple thumb pots then explore the 
work of sculptor Rachel Whiteread 
and apply her ideas in a final piece 

that uses techniques such as cutting, 

Craft and Design –Map it out 
Responding to a design brief, children 
create a piece of art that represents 
their local area using a map as their 

stimulus. They learn three techniques 
for working creatively with materials 

and at the end of the project, evaluate 



They explore surface texture when 
selecting and combining materials 
to make a mixed-media final piece 

shaping, joining and impressing into 
clay. 

their design ideas, choosing the best 
to meet the brief. 

Vocabulary 
Charcoal, Mark-making, Lines, Thick, 

Thin, Texture, Stippling, Hatching, 
Cross hatching, Scribbling, Blending, 

Sketch, Illustrator, Illustrations, 
Expression, Emoji, Emotion, 

Storyboard, Frame, Re-tell, Concertina 

Vocabulary 
Work in progress 

Vocabulary 
Roll, Smooth, Flatten, Shape, Cut, 

Pinch pot, Thumb pot, Ceramic, Glaze, 
Score, Slip, Surface, Join, Sculpture, 
Sculptor, Plaster, Casting, Negative 
space, Three dimensional, In relief, 

Detail, Impressing 

Vocabulary 
Imaginary, Inspired, Landmarks, 

Shape, Texture, Pattern, Felt, Fibre, 
Viewfinder, Abstract, Composition, 

Mosaic, Stained glass, Overlap, 
Gallery, Curator, Design, Design brief, 

Evaluate 

YEAR 3 Painting and mixed media –
Prehistoric painting 

Investigating making their own paints, 
making tools and painting on different 

surfaces, the children explore 
prehistoric art. 

Drawing – Growing artists 
Using botanical drawings and 

scientific plant studies as 
inspiration, pupils explore the 
techniques of artists such as 

Georgia O’Keefe and Maud Purdy 
to draw natural forms, becoming 
aware of differences in the choice 
of drawing medium, scale and the 
way tonal shading can help create 

form. 

Sculpture and 3D – Abstract shape 
and space 

Exploring how shapes and negative 
spaces can be represented by three 
dimensional forms. Manipulating a 

range of materials, children learn ways 
to join and create free standing 

structures inspired by the work of 
Anthony Caro and Ruth Asawa. 

Craft and Design –Ancient Egyptian 
scrolls 

Learning about the way colour, scale 
and pattern influenced ancient 

Egyptian art, children explore the 
technique of papermaking to create a 

papyrus-style scroll.  

Vocabulary 
Charcoal, Composition, Negative 
image, Pigment, Positive image, 

Prehistoric, Proportion, Smudging, 
Scaled up, Sketch, Texture, Tone 

Vocabulary 
Geometric, Organic, Shape, Line, 
Object, Arrangement, Light, Dark, 

Shading, Tone, Grip, Smooth, 
Blend, Even, Frottage, Rubbing, 
Surface, Texture, Pressure, Tool, 

Tear, Cut, Botanist, Botanical, 
Scientific, Magnified, Form, Scale, 

Composition, Abstract, Frame, 
Gestural, Expressive, Viewfinder 

Vocabulary 
Work in progress 

Vocabulary 
Egyptian, Ancient, Civilisation, 

Papyrus, Sculpture, Painting, Pattern, 
Shape, Colour, Scroll, Convey, 

Composition, Scale, Imagery, Design, 
Technique, Process, Material, Layout, 

Zine, Fold, Audience, Inform 

YEAR 4 Drawing – Power prints 
Using everyday electrical items as a 

starting point, pupils develop an 
awareness of composition in drawing 
and combine media for effect when 
developing a drawing into a print. 

Painting and mixed media –Light 
and dark 

Developing colour mixing skills, 
using shades and tints to show 

form and create three dimensions 
when painting. Pupils learn about 
composition and plan their own 

Sculpture and 3D –Mega materials 
Exploring the way different materials 
can be shaped and joined, learning 
about techniques used by artists as 
diverse as Barbara Hepworth and 
Sokari Douglas-Camp and creating 

their own sculptures. 

Craft and Design – Fabric and nature 
Developing skills in textile techniques, 

pupils explore the beauty of the 
natural world to create stunning visual 

art inspired by the striking colours, 
pattern and textures of bird and insect 

life. 



still life to paint, applying chosen 
techniques. 

Vocabulary 
Contrast, Observational drawing, 
Shading, Shadow, Tone, Gradient, 

Three dimensional (3D), Proportion, 
Symmetry, Pattern, Composition, 

Precision, Mixed media, Wax-resist, 
Highlight, Collage, Combine, Parallel, 
Hatching, Cross-hatching, Viewfinder, 

Collaborate, Collaboratively, 
Printmaking, Abstract, Figurative, 

Monoprint, Block print 

Vocabulary 
Portrait, Landscape, Shadow, Tint, 
Shade, Texture, Contrasting, Vivid, 

Muted, Formal, Patterned, 
Abstract, Detailed, Figurative, 
Three dimensional (3D), Grid, 

Technique, Mark-making, 
Composition, Dabbing paint, 
Stippling paint, Paint wash, 

Pointillism 

Vocabulary 
Visualisation, Ceramics, Two-

dimensional (2D), Three-dimensional 
(3D), Organic shape, Sculpture, Tone, 

Form, Carving, Model, Hollow, 
Figurative, Abstract, Quarry, Texture, 

Surface, Join, Pliers, Template, Secure, 
Mesh, Found objects, Typography, 

Welding, Weaving 

Vocabulary 
Work in progress  

YEAR 5 Painting and mixed media – Portraits 
Investigating self-portraits by a range 
of artists, children use photographs of 

themselves as a starting point for 
developing their own unique self-

portraits in mixed-media. 

Drawing – I need space 
Developing ideas more 

independently, pupils consider the 
purpose of drawings as they 

investigate how imagery was used 
in the ‘Space race’ that began in 
the 1950s. They combine collage 
and printmaking to create a piece 

in their own style. 

Sculpture and 3D –Interactive 
installation 

Using inspiration of historical 
monuments and modern installations, 

children plan by researching and 
drawing, a sculpture to fit a design 

brief. They investigate scale, the 
display environment and possibilities 

for viewer interaction with their piece. 

Craft and Design – Architecture 
Investigating the built environment 
through drawing and print making, 

learning about the work of architect 
Zaha Hadid and creating their own 

building designs, creatively presenting 
research on artist Hundertwasser and 
exploring ideas behind the symbolism 

of monument design. 

Vocabulary 
Background, Continuous line drawing, 

Portrait, Self-portrait, Paint wash, 
Collage, Texture, Composition, Carbon 

paper, Transfer, Printmaking, 
Monoprint, Mixed media, Multi media, 
Justify, Research, Evaluate, Represent, 

Atmosphere, Art medium 

Vocabulary 
Work in progress 

Vocabulary 
Display, Installation art, Mixed media, 
Features, Evaluate, Analyse, Location, 

Scale, Scaled down, Special effects, 
Three dimensional, Art medium, 

Performance art, Stencil, Atmosphere, 
Props, Influence, Experience, Culture, 

Revolution, Concept, Elements, 
Interact, Interactive 

Vocabulary 
Architecture, Composition, Design, 
Evaluate, Proportion, Perspective, 

Birds eye view, Monoprint, 
Architectural, Organic, Monument, 
Architect, Legacy, Elevation, Built 

environment, Observational drawing, 
Interpret, Form, Abstract, Pressure, 

Crop, Viewfinder, Design brief, 
Futuristic, External, Style, Annotate, 

Individuality, Design intention, 
Symbolism, Literal, Commemorate 

YEAR 6 Painting and mixed media – Artist 
study 

Identifying an artist that interests 
them, children research the life, 

Drawing – Make my voice heard 
Exploring art with a message, 
children look at the famous 

‘Guernica’ by Picasso and the 

Craft and Design – Photo opportunity 
Exploring photography as a medium 

for expressing ideas, pupils investigate 
scale and composition, colour and 

Sculpture and 3D – Making memories 
Documenting their memories of their 
time at primary school, children select 
their favourite art and design skills and 



techniques and artistic intentions of 
that individual. Collecting ideas in 

sketchbooks, planning for a final piece 
and working collaboratively, they 

present what they have learnt about 
the artist. 

confronting works of Käthe 
Kollwitz. They develop their 

drawings to incorporate new 
surfaces, a range of techniques 
and demonstrate an emerging 

personal style. 

techniques for adapting finished 
images. They use digital media to 
design and create photographic 

imagery for a specific design brief. 

techniques to design and create a 3D 
artwork to represent these memories. 

Vocabulary 
Artist, Compositions, Evaluation, 

Medium, Mixed media, Technique, 
Translate, Analyse, Meaning, 

Narrative, Interpret, Justify, Inference, 
Respond, Tableau, Abstract, Convey, 

Compose, Thought-provoking 

Vocabulary 
Work in progress 

Vocabulary 
Photomontage, Image, Dada, 

Composition, Arrangement, Layout, 
Cityscape, Macro, Photography, 
Monochrome, Monochromatic, 

Album, Digital, Saturation, Emulate, 
Editing, Software, replacement, Focus, 
Frame, Recreate, Pose, Prop, Portrait, 

Photorealism, Photorealistic, Grid, 
Proportion 

Vocabulary 
Work in progress 

 


